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llepart1nent of tue Ifnterior 
OFFICE OF GEOGRAPHER 

FP 25 l ~ 05 Ottawa, ___ _____ _____________________________ _______ _____ .----- ---------------------------

DEA.li Sm, 

I wish to obtain information respPcting the aeri.vati.on of the place-names of Canada-of the 

names of the villages, towns, cities and of the natural features, such as rivers, lakes, capes, bays, 

mouutains, etc.-aud sh::tll be much obligecl if you will give me auy information that you may 

possess or eau procure, respecting the below-meutioned name and also respecting the names of 

any other features in the vicinity of your residence concerning which you bave knowledge. 

In many localties, the older generation is passing, or has passed away, and unless steps are 

taken to collect this information, it will, in many inst.ances, be too late. In most communities 

there are persons who t.ake an interest in things of this nature or that have been connected with 

the early settlement of the locality. If there are any such in your neighbourhood, will you 
kindly submit this to them. 

Below I have indicated the lines along which I desire information and also the commoner 

derivatives of place-names in Canada :-

(1.) Whether namcd after a village, town, or city, or natural feature in any other province 

or country; if so, the name of province or country in which the original locality is situated. 

(2.) Whether namecl after a person ; if so, the person's name, occupation, spelling of name 

as rendered by the person and any cletails of interest r especting him (or her) such as (a) Whether 

alive or, if dead, approximate year of death ; (b) Whether at any time a resiclent of the locality 

and, if so, whether still living there. 

( 3.) Whether named after a natural feature ; if so, any details respecting the origin of the 

name as applied to the feature and the geographical position of the latter. 

( 4.) Whether the town, village or cit-y ever had any other name or names ; if so, at what 

dates, approximately, and the origin of these obsolete names. 

Any information bearing on the above will be deemed a courtesy. 

Yours truly, 

JAMES WHITE, 
Geographer. 

K.indly write your rep1y on the atfoched sheet. 

To ensure free transmission of your reply I enclose herewith an addressed envelope which 

will corne free of postage. 
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Richmond Hill 

'f®) ICHMOND Hill is pictur-
1 "\ esquely situated on an 
elevation over 600 feet above 
the level of Lake Ontario. 
From the tower of the Pres­
byterian Church may be ob­
tained a pleasing view of a 
wide range of scenery, the 
elevated position of the village 
renders it free from Miasma and 
Ma laria, the vi llage has a popu­
lation of about 700 iohabitants 
and was incorporated in 1873. 

Methodisc Cburch, Richmond Hill. It has four handsome Ch urches, 
High aud Public Schools, Iwo 

fine hotels, halls for Agricultural , Masonic , and Temperance 
purposes, varions lodges and societies, a publ ic reading room and 
a library of over 4,000 volumes, a newspaper , "The Liberal," a 
well-equippecl Fire Brigade and an effic ient Br.ass Band. Ils 
sanitary conditions are excellent, its sidewalks concrete, and its 

"A Ri!:LIC OF 1837."-Colonel Moodie's re!'> idence, east s ide of Yonge Street 
northerly limit of Richmond Hill ' 

streets beautified with Canada's national tree, " the Maple. ,,· The 
village of Richmond Hill was first sel tled by U. E . Loyalists, 
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French Refugees and 
Government land pur­
chasers. It was first 
known as Miles' Hill, 
after Abner Miles, a 
York bote! keeper , who 
later became the owner 
of 1 ,ooo acres in th is 
locality, then known as 

1'Vtount P leasant. The 
present name was su -
geste when last ceotur y 
was in ils teens, by Mr. 
Benjamin Barnard, its 
firstpublicschool teach­
er, a gentleman who 
came from near a town 
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Reeve, Richmond Hill 

twenty feet from the 
Street there is st ill 
standing the residence, 
of which an illustration 
is here given, from 
which Colonel Moodie 
rode to h isdeath in 1837. 
(The foregoing informa­
tion relati11g to Rich­
mond Hill is /rom "Let ­
ters on Richmond Hill " 
by ll ' illiai11 Harrison.) 

Richmond Hill High Sch ool. 

of that name in Surrey, England. Mr. 
Barnard was a man of strong English 
proclivities, and with him the well -known 
sang of "The Lass of Richmond Hill," 
was a special favorite, suggesting the 
idea which was subsequent ly adopted . 
Among the memorials of the village at 
the north end on the east side a bon t 


